
5756

Commons Park
6249 - 7TH STREET NE

PARK T YPE: COMMUNIT Y PARK
S IZE: 23-ACRES
SPECIAL USES:  S LEDDING H I LL

DESCRIPT ION: 
Commons Park is the City’s most popular park and includes 
a rentable shelter, hockey rinks, warming house, playground, 
volleyball courts, tennis courts, basketball court, sledding 
hill, ballfields, and turf fields used for football and soccer. 
Commons Park is well-used for recreation programming, 
athletic groups, and active play and adjoins the Fridley 
Middle School with combined recreational spaces. 

E X IST ING 
PARK 
FE ATURES:
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PL ANNING BACKGROUND: 
A Concept Plan for Commons Park was initially created that removed the existing baseball 
and softball fields (shown below) and included more flexible turf space with a central winter 
recreation area and splash pad. During the community engagement it was determined that 
it was highly desired to keep the baseball field due to the current athletic needs and its 
relation to the school sites for joint programming.  
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COMMONS PARK PLANNING FRAMEWORK A
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Parking

New 
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Open Play 
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Enhanced Landscaping 
to shape space, could 
include:

• Pollinator Plantings
• Sensory Gardens
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Utility 
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Park Pavilion
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Gaga 
Ball

Interactive 
Soccer Wall

• 75-100 Person Rental Space 
• Small Kitchen
• Warming House + 

Connecting Plaza

• Group Firepit
• Sledding Overlook
• Regraded Sledding Hill

Winter 
Recreation 
Activity Area

RECOMMENDATIONS - YOUTH AND PL AY: 

General recommendations include improving and replacing existing amenities with some 
reorganization to improve overall function, accessibility and user satisfaction while still 
meeting the needs of programmed athletics by keeping the primary baseball field. New 
amenities are identified to meet current demands and trends, as well as to expand upon 
four-season recreation. Coordination and partnership with the school district will be 
necessary for some of the recommendations shown on school property and necessary for 
a balance of recreational amenities.

Recommendations include:
•	 Integration of winter activities within 

a central location with an improved 
sledding hill and relocated paved 
hockey rink for multi-season use 
with optimal N-S orientation

•	 Community pavilion building with 
meeting room, outdoor fire pit, 
gathering spaces and restrooms

•	 Inclusive playground with a focus on 
unique and challenging equipment 
meeting a broad range of ages and 
abilities

•	 Loop trails for improved connectivity 
within the park 

•	 Reorganization and improved 
athletic fields for greater function 
and flexibility

•	 Addition of splash pad with 
adjoining seating plaza with shade

•	 Expansion of picnic spaces and 
picnic shelters

•	 Addition of dedicated pickleball 
court complex (includes removal of 
two existing tennis courts)

•	 Improved and expanded parking
•	 Expanded volleyball courts
•	 Replace existing baskeball court

LOW MEDIUM HIGHPRIORITY LEVEL: 

This is a popular destination park that also serves a large neighborhood service area 
containing high density and low income populations and provides a broad range of 
outdoor recreational amenities for varying user groups and therefore is ranked high. 

Estimate of Probable Costs is a range of $8.5 to $12 million for base preferred improvements 
and an additional $1.8 to $2.6 million for deferred or alternate improvements. 
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Fridley, Minnesota 
December 9, 2021| WSB Project number: 016927-000

Fridley Park Concepts - Commons Park
Scale in Feet

200’0’ 100’
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EXISTING SOCCER 
FIELD

EXISTING SOCCER 
FIELD

EXISTING 
SOCCER 

FIELD

SOCCER FIELD U11

NEW SHELTER
(~6-8 TABLES)

GENERAL HOCKEY 
RINK REMAINS

EXISTING WATER TOWER

NEW PAVED MULTI-PURPOSE HOCKEY 
RINK W/BASKETBALL GOALS
OPTIONAL/FUTURE: REFRIGERATED 
RINK; COVERED STRUCTURE

RE-GRADED 
SLEDDING HILL

NEW SHELTER (~6-8 TABLES)

EXPAND EXISTING VOLLEYBALL (+1) 

PARK PAVILION:
- RESTROOMS
- MEETING ROOM/ 
  WARMING ROOM
- OUTDOOR PLAZAS W/
SEATING AND  FIRE PITS

HAMMOCKING

CONVERT EXISTING TENNIS 
COURT TO PICKLEBALL (6)

(2) NEW SHELTERS 
(~4 TABLES EACH)

EXISTING BASEBALL 
FIELD IMPROVEMENTS
- 90’ BASELINE
- 300’- 320’- 340’ 

EXISTING SHELTER - 
MAKE IMPROVEMENTS

GAGA BALL

FLEXIBLE LAWN / 
FIELD SPACE

IMPROVE EXISTING PARKING 
(~70 STALLS)

EXPANDED PARKING LOT W/
DROP-OFF (~123 STALLS)

EXISTING 
BASKETBALL

OPTIONAL/FUTURE: REMOVE 
EXISTING RINK AND CONSTRUCT 
(4) NEW TENNIS COURTS

EXISTING 
CISTERN

SPLASH 
PAD

SLOPE POLLINATOR PLANTING

INCLUSIVE 
PLAYGROUND
W/CHALLENGE 
ADVENTURE

OPTIONAL: FIELD 
IMPROVEMENTS

EXISTING 
FOOTBALL FIELD

FRIDLEY MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TRACK

FLEXIBLE LAWN / 
FIELD SPACE

OPTIONAL/FUTURE: REMOVE 
EXISTING TENNIS AND CREATE 
NEW PARKING LOT (~98 STALLS)

OPTIONAL/FUTURE: IMPROVE 
EXISTING PARKING LOT (~29 STALLS)

CONNECT TRAIL TO 
CROSSWALK

WATER TREATMENT

OPEN LAWN / WINTER 
SKATING AREA




