
Petitioner: Amarok, on behalf of Electric 
Motor Supply Company

City Council

May 13, 2024

Public Hearing for Ord. 1423, 
Allowing Electric Security Fences 
on Certain Industrial Properties



Request

▪ The petitioner requests a text 

amendment to allow 10 foot tall 

electric security fences at all 

properties not zoned exclusively 

for residential use.
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• Applicant has previously requested 

Interim Use Permits for Electric Security 

Fences at 3737 East River Road 

(approved on Dec. 11, 2023) and  4650 

Main Street (denied on March 11, 2024)



Requested Approval: Text Amendment
▪ The City has broad discretion in 

deciding to adopt an ordinance (or 

amendment)

▪ Zoning & Land Use regulations should 

implement the Comprehensive Plan

▪ The Comprehensive Plan does not 

address electric security fences

▪ Per the City Attorney, ordinance 

amendments are not bound by the 

“60-day rule” found in MS 15.99

▪ State pre-emption legislation & zoning 

ordinance recodification may have 

bearing
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Review
▪ Security fences can provide a benefit 

to businesses & law enforcement

▪ Code currently includes allowances 

for barbed wire security fences in 

the side/rear yard of industrial 

properties, or on all sides of utility & 

defense contractor facilities

▪ Staff suggests mirroring those 

allowances for electric security 

fences
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The Lyda Hill Texas Collection of Photographs in Carol M. Highsmith's 

America Project, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.

Gift; The Lyda Hill Foundation; 2014; (DLC/PP-2014:054).



Planning Commission Recommendation

▪ Allow electric fences as defined, 

including referencing to a 

manufacturing standard

▪ IEC (International Electrotechnical 

Commission) vs ASTM (American 

Society for Testing and Materials)

▪ IEC is not broadly adopted in 

Minnesota; Fridley’s Building 

Official and Electrical Inspector 

recommend ASTM standard
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Proposal: Allow electric security fences, provided

▪ Commercially-available equipment

▪ Fence is on an industrial property that

▪ Abuts the railroad, and

▪ Has an approved outdoor storage use

▪ There is a solid physical barrier ‘outside’ the 

electric fence

▪ Required 8’ height 

▪ Prevents casual contact

▪ Ensures building permit is issued

▪ Prominent warning signs posted

▪ Vegetation is removed within 3’ of fence
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Staff Recommendation

▪ In recognition of local business’ interest in 

installing electric fences, staff 

recommends approval of the ordinance 

amendment as prepared
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Additional Considerations

▪ The City may also delay consideration 

until state pre-emption legislation is 

addressed, or the Fence ordinance is 

recodified.
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